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spects lead a man, he shall never be without.
As Solomon saith: "To respect persons is not
good; for such a man will transgress for a piece
of bread." It is most true that was anciently
spoken, "A place showeth the man": and it show-
eth some to the better, and some to the worse.
Omnium consensu capax imperil, nisi imperas-
set* saith Tacitus of Galba; but of Vespasian he
saith, Solus imperantium Vespasianus mutatus in
mellus: f though the one was meant of sufficiency,
the other of manners and affection. It Is an as-
sured sign of a worthy and generous spirit, whom
honour amends. For honour is, or should be, the
place of virtue; and as in nature things move
violently to their place, and calmly in their place;
so virtue in ambition is violent, in authority
settled and calm. All rising to great place is by a
winding stair; and if there be factions, it is good
to side a man's self whilst he is in the rising, and
to balance himself when he is placed. Use the
memory of thy predecessor fairly and tenderly;
for if thou dost not, it is a debt will sure be paid
when thou art gone. If thou have colleagues, re-
spect them, and rather call them when they look
not for it, than exclude them when they have
reason to look to be called. Be not too sensible

*A3I men would have thought him competent to
rule if they had not seen him as a ruler.

fOf all emperors Vespasian alone changed for the
better.